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REPORT SHOWS 13% RISE IN CHILD ABDUCTIONS AND CHILD KIDNAPPING 

OFFENCES IN LAST TWO YEARS 

 

A report published today by the charity PACT (Parents and Abducted Children together) 

highlights a year-on-year increase of 13% in child abduction and kidnapping offences in 

England, Wales and Northern Ireland.  

 

Using a Freedom of Information Request to each police force across the UK, the charity has 

been able to gather and analyse data on the number of parental child abductions, non-

parental child abductions and child kidnappings recorded in 2012/13 and 2013/14. Overall 

there were nearly 900 child abduction and kidnapping offences recorded in 2013/14 by 

police forces in England, Wales and Northern Ireland, compared to 781 the previous year. 

 

Geoff Newiss, Director of Research at PACT, said: “Our analysis shows quite alarming rises in 

child abduction and kidnapping over the last two years. However, it’s difficult to say 

whether this is a consequence of victims being more likely to report crime, changes in the 

way police record it, or a genuine increase in offending.” 

 

Non-parental child abductions increased at more than twice the rate of parental child 

abductions at 14% compared to 6%, while child kidnappings increased at an even higher 

rate of 18% over the two year period. 

 

Geoff Newiss continued: “It is important to stress that child abduction or kidnapping is 

relatively rare. 7.4 offences per 100,000 children were recorded by the police in England, 

Wales and Northern Ireland in 2013/14. However, we know that many incidents go 

unreported to, or unrecorded by, the police. Thanks to funding from players of People’s 

Postcode Lottery, we are now able to keep child abduction in the spotlight, and build up a 

better understanding of patterns and trends at PACT’s UK Child Abduction Hub 

(www.childabduction.org.uk).” 

http://www.childabduction.org.uk/


PACT is also highlighting another resource available to the public for the protection of 

children; the Child Rescue Alert, a partnership between the charity Missing People, the 

National Crime Agency and Groupcall. Both the Child Abduction Hub and Child Rescue Alert 

have been made possible thanks to support from players of People’s Postcode Lottery.  

 

Susannah Drury, Director of Policy for Missing People, commented: "This PACT report 

provides valuable insights into the scale of child abduction and kidnapping in England, Wales 

and Northern Ireland. The report has uncovered worrying increases in child abductions and 

kidnapping offences - highlighting the importance of a quick and effective national response 

to these crimes.  We would urge people to sign up to receive Child Rescue Alerts - it could 

help save a child's life." 

 

Visit www.childrescuealert.org.uk to register. 

 

ENDS 

 

Media Enquiries 

Missing People – pr@missingpeople.org.uk / 020 8392 4511 / out-of-hours 07872 600 178.  

Parents and Abducted Children Together – tim.toulmin@aldermedia.co.uk / 07803 597372 

 

Available for Interviews: 

Geoff Newiss, Director of Research, Parents and Abducted Children Together (PACT); 

geoffnewiss@pact-online.org; 0777 6252 034 

 

1. PACT is a charity founded in 1999 by Lady (Catherine) Meyer, CBE. It is registered in the 

UK and the US. PACT's mission is to put an end to the tragedy of missing and abducted 

children and to campaign for fundamental improvements in child protection policies 

and practices. www.pact-online.org  You can help support PACT by texting FIND14 to 

70070 now.  Your gift will help us protect abducted children. 

 

2. Missing People is an independent charity, which offers a lifeline when someone 

disappears. You can call or text 116 000 for advice, support and options if you, or 

someone you love, goes missing or runs away - it’s free, 24 hour and confidential. 

http://www.childrescuealert.org.uk/
mailto:pr@missingpeople.org.uk
mailto:tim.toulmin@aldermedia.co.uk
mailto:geoffnewiss@pact-online.org
http://www.pact-online.org/


www.missingpeople.org.uk  Missing People is supported by players of People’s 

Postcode Lottery and has been given £2.9 million overall. You can help support Missing 

People by texting HOPE to 70707 now and give £3 to Missing People. Your gift could 

help bring a missing child home.   Text Costs £3 plus network charge. Missing People 

receives 100% of your donation. Obtain bill payers permission. Missing People may 

contact you in the future to update you on their work. Customer care 08448 479800. 

Charity No 1020419. 

 

3. The report 

In July (2014) the Office for National Statistics (ONS) published crime statistics showing 

that police forces in England and Wales recorded 569 offences of child abduction (an 

increase of 11 per cent on the previous year) and 1,727 offences of kidnapping (an 

increase of 25 per cent on the previous year). The statistics are collected by the 

Government, and all forces are required to submit data. However, the national statistics 

are not broken down by police force. Nor do they make a distinction between child 

abductions by a parent and those perpetrated by someone other than a parent. The 

national statistics on kidnapping show offences committed against both children and 

adults.  

 

To compile its report, Parents and Abducted Children Together (PACT) requested from 

each police force: 

• The number of child abduction offences perpetrated by a parent in 2013/14 

• The number of child abduction offences perpetrated by someone other than a 

parent in 2013/14 

• The number of kidnappings offences recorded in 2013/14 in which the victim was 

aged under 18 at the time of the offence. 

 

These requests for made under the Freedom of Information Act 2000. Only two police 

forces considered the information requested too sensitive to release. One police force 

failed to respond. Police Scotland was invited to participate. However, insufficient data 

was available to differentiate between parental child abduction and non-parental child 

abduction.    

 

http://www.missingpeople.org.uk/
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/dcp171778_371127.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/make-a-freedom-of-information-request/the-freedom-of-information-act


The full report is available at: www.pact-online.org or www.childabduction.org.uk  

 

4. People’s Postcode Lottery is a charity lottery. Players play with their postcodes to win 

cash prizes while raising money for charities and good causes local to them. 50p from 

every £2 ticket goes to good causes and players have raised over £61 Million for good 

causes across the country.  For more information on how to play visit: 

www.postcodelottery.co.uk or call 0808 1098765.  

 

The Dream Fund is open to registered charities and community organisations in 

Scotland, England or Wales to apply for up to £250,000 to deliver two new and 

innovative projects. Every application must come from a collaboration of charities, with 

the lead being a registered charity, other partners must be not for profit organisations. 

Successful projects must deliver a long term impact to a wide number of beneficiaries, 

engage the public and bring together a diverse range of charity partners to deliver the 

project.  This year’s Dream Fund has increased to an incredible £1 million available to 

charities. 

 

5. The Child Rescue Project is a joint initiative – between PACT and Missing People – 

sponsored by People’s Postcode Lottery. It aims to raise awareness of the incidence of 

child abduction and to improve measures to protect, and retrieve, children from 

abductors.  The project comprises of the Child Rescue Alert and the UK Child Abduction 

Hub. 

 

When a child is missing and thought to have been abducted or at immediate risk of 

harm, there may be a very short period of time to find them before they are taken far 

from the area, hurt or come to serious harm.  The Child Rescue Alert uses state-of-the-

art technology, donated by Groupcall, to alert a database of thousands of people to 

new cases of missing children within hours.  

 

The UK Child Abduction Hub is the first national resource centre for all aspects of child 

abduction. It aims to bring together the latest information, advice and research for 

public and professionals. 

 

http://www.pact-online.org/
http://www.childabduction.org.uk/
http://www.postcodelottery.co.uk/


The initial announcement was made at the People’s Postcode Lottery Charity Gala, see: 

www.postcodetrust.org.uk/news/dream-fund-2014-winners-announced!.aspx  

 

 

Images available 

• Child Abduction Hub (logo) 

• Child Rescue Alert (logo) 

• Screenshot of Child Abduction Hub web site – www.childabduction.org.uk  

• Posed image of model looking at new child abduction resources online 

 

For images please email support@pact-online.org  
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